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Summary 

In October 2016 Tees Archaeology worked with local people and volunteers to 
investigate the medieval village of Dalton on Tees through a programme of test pitting in 
various parts of the village. Dalton on Tees is a planned medieval village which is laid 
out at right angles to the bank of the River Tees and there are extensive medieval 
earthworks in and around the village. The village is different to many in that the Great 
North Road runs through the settlement on its way to the medieval bridging point at 
Croft. This is significant as the modern village is focussed on this road (now by-passed) 
and has abandoned the plan of the medieval village.  

The project set out to chart changes in the settlement and to identify when the change 
of focus from the village green to the Great North Road took place. A total of twelve 1m 
square test pits were opened and provided some significant results.  

The pottery found demonstrated that the village was present in the mid-12th century 
following its establishment by the Normans and that it prospered until the 14th century 
when a decline took place. The work did however result in the discovery of a previously 
unsuspected south row to the settlement, parallel to the Great North Road. The frontage 
of this row was built on a large bank which stretches across the southern part of the 
village and which was investigated in 2017 and is probably roman in date. 

The test pitting and the evidence of existing buildings suggests that the change of focus 
to the Great North Road had probably taken place by the end of the 17th century and 
possibly later.  
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Introduction 

The excavations at Dalton-on-Tees were funded by the Heritage Lottery through the 
River Tees Rediscovered Project. Tees Archaeology worked with local people and 
volunteers to investigate the ways in which the village of Dalton-on-Tees changed over 
time (Fig 1). 

In the 1990’s a roman villa was discovered to the immediate north-east of the village 
and partially excavated (the site is now scheduled as a nationally important monument). 
The excavations suggested a large complex that belonged to somebody who was 
important locally and indicated that it had been occupied between the 1st and 4th 
centuries AD, probably starting life as an Iron Age complex (Fig 2). 

The medieval village of Dalton-on-Tees comprised two rows of properties with a green 
between. This ran south from the bank of the river with a manorial complex which 
included a chapel at the northern end of the green (Fig 3). Much of the medieval village 
survives as earthworks, the village having shrunk from its medieval extent until new 
building took place after the Second World War. This new housing is focussed on the 
Great North Road to Croft, one of only three medieval bridges over the River Tees. One 
of the things we wanted to explore was this movement of the village away from its 
original focus towards the Great North Road; had this change started in the medieval 
period? 

In 2016 the project focused on a series of 1m test pits in various locations around the 
village in order to explore changes in the settlement. Further work followed in 2017 
focused on a major earthwork surrounding the village in an attempt to understand it 
better and this was coupled with limited research on a ‘moated’ site to the south of the 
village. A separate report will be prepared for the 2017 work and a summary report will 
combine the two reports. 

All finds have been catalogued on spreadsheets and this data is held in the archive for 
the project by Tees Archaeology at Sir William Gray House, Clarence Road, Hartlepool; 
the site code for the archive is DOT16. 

Excavations  

The excavations took place over five days from 3rd October 2016 to 7th October 2016; in 
that time twelve test pits were opened by 24 volunteers working a total of 73 days. The 
project was directed by Robin Daniels and supervised by Dave Erricksson. The test pits 
each measured approximately 1m x 1m and were excavated and recorded using a 
methodology developed by the Cambridge University, Access to Archaeology project for 
their ‘Currently Occupied Rural Settlement’ Project 
http://www.access.arch.cam.ac.uk/reports/cors/cors-method. This operates on the basis 
of removing 100mm spits of soil and giving these spits context numbers. Spoil is sieved 
for any finds missed in excavation. The project took place in warm sunny weather and 
the location of the trial pits is shown on Figure 4.  

Each test pit has its location described, a chart showing the period distribution of the 
pottery found and a short discussion. Tables 1 – 12 towards the end of the document 
show the full sequence of layers and finds for each test pit. 

http://www.access.arch.cam.ac.uk/reports/cors/cors-method


 

In Figure 8, numbers in round brackets are context numbers of layers or fills.  

Test Pit 1 (Fig 4, Chart 1, Table 1) 

Test Pit 1 was located in the north west of Dalton-on-Tees in the front garden of Village 
Farm (NZ 29650 08087).  

Chart 1: Test Pit 1 Pottery 

 

Discussion 
This test pit sat within the west row of the medieval village in an area towards the 
frontage where buildings might be expected. From this point of view it is surprising how 
little medieval pottery was found, however the continued use of the site for a farm has 
led to constant cultivation of the ground and this is reflected in the mixed nature of the 
finds. The few pieces of medieval pottery that were found are typical of the area and 
span the 12th to 14th centuries, the period when medieval farming was it its height. It is 
notable that there is little material spanning the period from the 14th to the 18th centuries 
and this may reflect a general lack of activity during this time, although the farm building 
does date to the 18th century.  

One sherd of Romano-British colour coated pottery was found and this reflects activity 
of this period in the area without shedding much new light on it. This test pit should be 
compared to TP10 which is at the other side of the building and recovered more pottery 
reflecting all periods from the late 12th century onwards. 

Test Pit 2 (Fig 4, Chart 2, Table 2) 
Test Pit 2 was located in the west of Dalton-on-Tees, within the rear garden of Dorothy 
Edwards’ house (NZ 29651 08103).  

Discussion 
This test pit was sited in an area not expected to contain medieval settlement, 
nevertheless a significant amount of medieval pottery of the 12th/13th century was 
recovered. There had been considerable disturbance associated with the construction 
of the relatively new house (post-1970) and this would explain the churning of material. 
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Chart 2: Test Pit 2 Pottery 

 

It is always possible that the medieval pottery has been brought in with landscaped 
materials but it is perhaps more likely that the soil used to landscape the site is the 
former topsoil that covered the site. The quantity of medieval pottery is amongst the 
highest found in the test pits and the fall off from the 13th century material is particularly 
notable. 

Test Pit 3 (Figs 4 & 5, Chart 3, Table 3) 
Test Pit 3 was located in the centre of Dalton-on-Tees, on the village green (NZ 29651 
08103).  

Chart 3: Test Pit 3 Pottery 

 

Discussion 
This test pit was designed to examine the ways in which the village green might have 
been used and to obtain an insight into when it might have been established. Both 
round and square nails were found in this trench and the distinction between them is 
worth noting (Table 3). Square section nails were made by hand from the Roman period 
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right through to the end of the 19th century, while round section nails are machine made 
in a process introduced around 1880.A cobbled surface was encountered in this trench 
suggesting either a path or an area of hard standing. This probably dates from the post–
medieval period. Apart from the surface there was very little evidence of activity until the 
19th century. 

Test Pit 4 (Fig 4, Chart 4, Table 4) 
Test Pit 4 was located within the garden of the Manor House to the south of Dalton-on-
Tees (NZ 29651 08103).  

Chart 4: Test Pit 4 Pottery 

 

Discussion 

The garden of the Manor House has a substantial bank running from north-west to 
south-east through it and three test pits, 4, 9 and 12, were placed to investigate this 
bank and the immediately adjacent area. Test Pit 4 was sited to the south of the bank 
on level ground. 

The finds from this location indicate continuous occupation from the late 12th century 
and also suggest that the most intense activity took place in the period between the 12th 
to 14th centuries. 

Test Pit 5 (Figs 4 & 6, Chart 5, Table 5) 
Test Pit 5 was located in the rear garden of West House in the north-east of Dalton-on-
Tees (NZ 29591 08238).  

Discussion 
This was sited immediately adjacent to a fence line, the other side of which contains 
extensive earthworks of at least medieval date. 

A line of stones was noted at the base of the test pit and these may relate to a medieval 
structure of some kind. The pottery suggests activity from the late 12th through to the19th 
century, but as noted previously the earlier medieval pottery predominates 
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Chart 5: Test Pit 5 Pottery 

 

suggesting that this was the time of greatest activity. The single piece of possible 
Romano-British pottery indicates activity of this period in the area.  

Test Pit 6 (Fig 4, Table 6) 
Test Pit 6 was located in the public garden belonging to The Chequers Inn, in the centre 
of Dalton-on-Tees (NZ 29711 08045).  

Discussion 

The test pit is sited in the area which is believed to have been the village green in the 
medieval period. It was hoped that it would throw some light on the process of the 
village moving from around the green to focus on the Great North Road. Unfortunately 
we encountered a 19th century and later rubbish dump and no earlier material was 
identified.  

Test Pit 7 (Fig 4, Chart 6, Table 7) 
Test Pit 7 was located in the front garden of Tamar Cottage in the east of Dalton-on-
Tees (NZ 29730 07970).  

Chart 6: Test Pit 7 Pottery 
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Discussion 
This test pit had the same intention as Test Pit 6 in looking at the movement of the 
village towards the Great North Road. The appearance of 17th century pottery at the 
very bottom of the pit in the most secure contexts may give a secure date for the 
establishment of this property but the appearance of medieval and 16th century material 
at a higher levels indicates activity of this period in the area.  

Test Pit 8 (Figs 4, 7 & 8, Chart 7, Table 8) 
Test Pit 8 was located in the rear garden of Kinabulu House in the south-east of Dalton-
on-Tees (NZ 29588 07571).  

This test pit sat on a raised area and was enlarged in a number of directions to examine 
the stone features that were discovered. Its final size was c. 2.5m by 1.2m at its largest 
extent. 

A line of stones (04) ran from north-east to south-west, down the middle of the trench. 
This is almost certainly the base of a wall of a structure of some kind. The orientation of 
the stones indicates that the area to the west was outside the structure and the area to 
the east inside. To the west of the wall, outside the structure, there was a layer of sandy 
clay (05) on to which a layer of stones (07) had been placed. This probably represents a 
cobbled surface which continued beyond the edge of the trench. This surface had as its 
matrix and overlying it a dark brown soil (06). 

To the east of the wall, inside the structure, there was an orange brown soil (03). All of 
the trench was overlain by (02) and topsoil (01). 

Discussion 
This test pit was sited in an area that was expected to be beyond the medieval village 
and where there was no known activity before the end of the 20th century. The presence 
of the substantial earthwork bank that the trench was placed on was surprising and its 

Chart 7: Test Pit 8 Pottery 

 

significance was difficult to understand. The finds suggest activity in the area from the 
14th century onwards, while the structural remains had all the appearance of being late 
medieval in date.  
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Test Pit 9 (Fig 4, Chart 8, Table 9) 
Test Pit 9 was located within the garden of the Manor House in the south of Dalton-on-
Tees (NZ 29651 08103).  

Chart 8: Test Pit 9 Pottery 

 

Discussion 
Test Pit 9 is sited on the northern edge of a substantial bank that runs from north-west 
to south-east within the garden of the Manor House. 

This was in the same property as test pits 4 and 12; it is similar to TP4 in showing 
evidence of occupation from the late 12th to the 19th century without much evidence of a 
gap. The major difference to Test Pit 4 is the presence of building materials, particularly 
nails of which there were 24; this probably indicates the presence of a structure. 

Test Pit 10 (Fig 4, Chart 9, Table 10) 
Test Pit 10 was located to the north of Village Farm in the rear garden. The farm is 
located in the north west of Dalton-on-Tees (NZ 29653 08102). 

Discussion 
This was sited behind the farmhouse, the other side of the building to Test Pit 1. As with 
TP1 it is located on what was clearly the west row of the medieval village even though 
the present house has swung by ninety degrees to face the road rather than the original 
village green. The bottom layers had quite a lot of stone in them and may have been in 
the area of a building, and the pottery for these two layers was wholly medieval. This 
compares to the layer above which included 19th century material. 

There is pottery from virtually every period represented in this trench and it is clear that 
this location has had continuous occupation from at least the late 12th century.  
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Chart 9: Test Pit 10 Pottery 

 

Test Pit 11 (Fig 4, Table 11) 
Test Pit 11 was located in the front garden of The Garth in the north of Dalton-on-Tees 
(NZ 29718 08068). 

Discussion 
Test Pit 11 was sited on what would have been the medieval village green on which the 
present buildings were constructed after the middle of the 20th century. The assemblage 
reflects a general lack of occupation activity and represents the occasional piece of 
rubbish dropped on the green in the 19th century. 

Test Pit 12 (Figs 4, 9 & 10, Chart 10, Table 12) 
Test Pit 12 was located in the garden of the Manor House to the south of Dalton-on-
Tees (NZ 29651 08103).  

Discussion 

Test Pit 12 lay in the centre of a substantial bank that runs from north-west to south-
east across the garden of the Manor House. It complemented TP4 which was to its 
south and off the bank, and TP9 which was to the north and on the northern edge of the 
bank. 

The presence of stones suggested that this may have been within a structure while the 
finds suggest occupation from the late 12th century, however there would seem to be a 
gap from the 14th to 18th centuries when there is little evidence of activity. 
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Chart 10: Test Pit 12 Pottery 

 

The Finds (Tables 1–12) 

The finds are listed in tables 1-12. The distinction between the round and square nails 
has been noted above (Test Pit 3). A significant amount of vessel glass was recovered, 
but this is notoriously difficult to date except by association, and it is presumed that the 
majority of this is of 18th century date or later. Brick and clay tile were present in many of 
the test pits, and are a ubiquitous building material from the late 17th century onwards, 
roofing slate only becoming widespread from the middle of the 19th century as the 
transport infrastructure developed. The roman and medieval pottery are discussed 
further below. 

Roman Pottery by Janice Adams 
Two small sherds of Roman pottery were recovered from Test Pits 1 and 5 and date to 
the 2nd and 3rd centuries. The first was a small sherd of coarse grey Romano-British 
pottery from a jar or cooking pot was found in Test Pit 5, context 04. This type of locally 
produced coarse ware was abundant during the Romano-British period in northern 
Britain. The second was a sherd of colour coated ware recovered from Test Pit 1 
context 02. This pottery was finer; a hard smooth textured orange fabric with a brown 
slip. This type was used as tableware. A large number of these  colour coated wares 
were produced in southern Britain and distributed to the north via Roman army trade 
routes. Both sherds were small due to fragmentation. They occurred in deposits which 
also contained pottery of post-medieval date indicating they were residual in the 
context.  
 

Medieval Pottery by Robin Daniels 

Ninety one sherds of medieval pottery were recovered, (20.8%) of the total pottery 
recovered during the project (Table 13). The bulk of this medieval pottery (70 sherds) 
was material dating to the 12th/13th. These seventy sherds 0f 12th/13th century date were 
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all Tees Valley ware, a hard, largely unglazed, gritty buff fabric encountered throughout 
the Tees Valley. It is divided into two types, Tees Valley A and Tees Valley B, with A 
being the earlier. Tees Valley A tends to be a pale buff to white and is never glazed. 
Tees Valley B is pinker, often with a pale slip and can have a green splash glaze.  

These represent the development of sub-regional industries following the Norman 
conquest of the area and as the local economy recovered from the devastations of the 
11th and early 12th centuries.  

General Discussion 

The Medieval Village (Figs 3, 10, 11, 12) 

Layout 
The twelve test pits were designed to investigate the layout of the medieval settlement 
and provide an indication of changes over time. There was a particular interest in 
exploring the relationship of the settlement to the major medieval road to Croft and one 
of the three medieval bridging points of the River Tees. The majority of the medieval 
earthworks around the village are protected, therefore it was not possible to look at the 
more northerly areas of the settlement.  

Test Pits 1, 5 and 10 were sited within present day gardens that were thought to be 
within the medieval properties of a west row. Test Pits 1 and 10 should lie within the 
same medieval property and there was enough medieval pottery from TP10 (16 sherds) 
to confirm this; there was significantly less (6 sherds) in TP1 but this may reflect 
differing activity within different parts of a medieval property and draws attention to one 
of the drawbacks of a sampling strategy such as this.   

Test Pit 5 lay in a property on the east row and while the amount of medieval pottery 
found was low (4 sherds), stones of a possible medieval structure were found. 

Table13: Pottery from each test pit by period 

Test Pit 
Period 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Totals 
(%) 

Romano 
British 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 (0.5) 

12th/13th 4 17 0 14 4 0 3 0 11 14 0 3 70 (16.4) 

14th/15th 2 1 1 5 1 0 1 2 2 2 0 4 21 (4.4) 

16th/17th 0 0 1 1 1 0 5 1 1 1 0 0 11 (2.6) 

18th 0 1 2 1 0 0 6 0 1 4 0 1 16 (3.7) 

19th/20th 31 3 34 4 3 33 100 13 17 60 4 7 309 (72.4) 

Test Pits 3, 6, 7 and 11 were sited on what was thought to have been the medieval 
village green and the low number of finds of medieval material reinforce this idea for 



 

TPs 3, 6 and 11; however four sherds of medieval pottery were found in TP 7 and it is 
possible that this is towards the front of a medieval property on the east row. 

The most significant finds were the concentrations of pottery in Test Pits 2, 4 and 9. 
While there is some uncertainty over the amount of landscaping at TP 2, the quantity of 
medieval pottery is significant and almost certainly indicates that the west row of the 
village continued through to this area. The area is shown as ridge and furrow on the 
1946 RAF Aerial Photograph (Figure 11). This suggests that the area had gone out of 
use in the medieval period, as does the lack of any significant amount of later medieval 
pottery. 

The greatest surprise was the results from Test Pits 4, 9 and 12. These were sited on or 
adjacent to a substantial bank running from north-west to south-east in the garden of 
the Manor House. The bank lines up with the Manor House and it was initially thought 
that it represented the remains of a post-medieval building range. This is clearly not the 
case and while there is a suggestion that activity here was fairly continuous into the 
post-medieval period, the quantity of medieval pottery and the discovery of material 
reminiscent of medieval structures clearly indicated that this was the location of 
medieval occupation. 

Test Pit 8 also threw up a surprise; while there was no 12th/13th century pottery a wall 
and cobbled surface were encountered which had the appearance of being medieval in 
origin. These were also sited on top of a substantial bank. Closer examination of figure 
11 shows what might have been the rear boundaries of the south row, where the ridge 
and furrow ceases. This would suggest that the south row had six properties from its 
eastern edge to the present north–south road, while platform like shapes which are 
visible on the LIDAR image (Figures 3 & 12) may represent the continuation of the row 
in this area. Examination of one of these platforms in 2017 provided no evidence of 
occupation but this may have been a result of disturbance by ploughing; alternatively 
properties here may never have been occupied, a feature of medieval settlements seen 
elsewhere in the area.  

As a result of this work it would appear that the layout of the medieval village of Dalton-
on-Tees was quite different to that seen today and as expected at the beginning of the 
project. In the 12th and 13th centuries the village clearly had a third row at the southern 
end of the village, while the west row was considerably longer than expected. The 
suggested revised layout of the village is shown in Figure 12.  

Chronology 

The pottery from the test pits clearly shows two spikes in activity, the first in the 12th/13th 
centuries and the second in the 19th century. This suggests that the settlement had gone 
into decline by the end of the 14th century and perhaps by mid-century. This is a feature 
of medieval settlements in the Tees Valley where the combined impact of climate 
change leading to poor harvests, the Black Death and Scottish incursions, had a 
devastating effect on population levels. If we presume that TPs 1 & 10 represent one 
property, TP 2 another, TPs 4, 9 & 12 another, TP 5 another and TP 8 another then we 
have investigated five medieval properties (see Table 14). Only Property 3 and perhaps 
Property 5 show convincing evidence of continuation into the later medieval and early 



 

post-medieval period and this is at a very much reduced level compared to the level of 
activity in the 12th/13th century.  

If this proportion of only two out of five properties having continuous occupation is 
extended to the rest of the village then an abandonment level of around 60% can be 
suggested.  

Table14: Pottery from Test Pits grouped by Properties 

 

Property 
1 

Prop 
2 Property 3 

Prop 
4 

Prop 
5 Medieval Green 

Test Pit 
Period 1 10 2 4 9 12 5 8 3 6 7 11 

Romano 
British 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

12th/13th 4 14 17 14 11 3 4 0 0 0 3 0 

14th/15th 2 2 1 5 2 4 1 2 1 0 1 0 

16th/17th 0 1 0 1 1 0 1 1 1 0 5 0 

18th 0 4 1 1 1 1 0 0 2 0 6 0 

19th/20th 31 60 3 4 17 7 3 13 34 33 100 4 

The Post-Medieval Village 

Layout 

The major change in the village is the transition from the medieval layout focussed on 
the village green, through which the Great North Road ran, to the present layout which 
is focussed on the Great North Road, albeit now bypassed by the road constructed in 
the late 20th century. 

We know that by the mid-19th century the settlement was focused on the road as this is 
what the Tithe Map of 1842 and first Ordnance Survey map of 1854 show. Further 
evidence is provided by the buildings. Town End farmhouse is probably the most 
significant; the gardens of this listed building were the location of Test Pits 1 and 10 
(Figure 4). The building is made of brick with a decorative stringcourse at first floor and 
eaves level. This level of decoration is usually encountered on brick buildings in the 
Tees Valley that date from the end of the 17th century (rather than the early 18th century 
as mentioned in the Historic England listing). Town End Farm faces onto the road, but 
sits within a medieval property which is focussed on the medieval green. Based on this 
it seems safe to assume that by the late 17th century the road was regarded as more 
important than the green. There are other buildings along the road in the village that 
clearly date to the 18th century. The Chequers Inn (formerly Crown and Anchor) is sited 
on what was the medieval green and is 18th century in date, while to its immediate west 
there is a building that may have a stone first floor, suggestive of at least a 17th century 
date.  



 

The finds from the test pits provide a little assistance; they seem to show that there was 
very little activity on the village green in the medieval period, but that it picks up a little in 
the 16th/17th centuries. Combining this evidence we could suggest that the move 
towards the green had taken place by the end of the 17th century and perhaps a little 
earlier. 

The major expansion of the village after the Second World War is again typical of the 
area and in many cases it was the only time that villages achieved a population 
commensurate with that in the 12th/13th centuries.  

 



15 
 

Tables 

Table 1: Excavated Material Test Pit 1 

Context 
No. 

Description Finds 

01 Dark brown topsoil  Two19th century clay pipe stems 

 One piece of 20th century pottery 

02 Dark brown soil  One sherd of Romano British colour coated ware 

 Five sherds of 19th century pottery 

 One piece of window glass 

 One piece of coal, slate, tile and concrete 

 Four pieces of brick 

03 Dark brown/grey 
soil 

 Eighteen sherds of 19th/20th century pottery 

 Two pieces of green window glass and one of white  

 Two pieces each of coal,  slate and tile 

 Thirteen pieces of brick  

 One piece of concrete 

 One 19th century iron object 

04 Brown/grey soil  1 sherd of 13th century Tees Valley Ware B 

 One piece of 14th century grey pottery with green glaze  

 Twelve pieces of 19th century pottery 

 One clay pipe bowl 

 Two pieces of butchered animal bone 

 Three pieces of green glass 

 Four pieces of coal 

 One piece each of brick and slate  

05 Light brown/orange 
clayey soil with a 
few small stones 

 Two sherds of two 12/13th pottery (Tees Valley Ware A ) 

 One sherd of unidentified medieval 

 One clay pipe stem 

 Five sherds of late 18th and 19th century pottery 

 One piece of animla bone 

 One piece of brick 

06 Dark orange clay  One sherd of 13th century pottery (Tees Valley Ware B) 

 One piece of animal bone 

 One piece of coal 

 Two pieces of window glass 

 Three pieces of brick 

Table 2: Excavated Material Test Pit 2 

Context 
No. 

Description Finds 

01 Turf and mid brown topsoil  Three sherds of 19th/20th century pottery 

 One piece of copper pipe 

 One piece of brick 

02 Mid brown soil with small 
pockets of clay and some 
small stones 

 One sherd of 18th  century glazed earthenware 

 One piece of clay tile 

 One piece of plastic 

03 Mid brown soil mixed with a 
significant amount of reddish 
yellow clay 

 Two sherds of 12th /13th century pottery (TVW A) 

 One  sherd of 13th century pottery with splash glaze 
(TVW B) 

 One sherd of 13th/14th century grey pottery with green 
glaze 

 One piece of brick 

04 Mid-brown soil with reddish 
yellow clay and small stones 

 Five sherds of 12th /13th century pottery (TVW A) 



 

Context 
No. 

Description Finds 

05 Mid-brown soil with reddish 
clay and small stones 

 Two sherds of 13th century pottery (TVW B) 

06 Orange clay  One piece each of brick and slate 

Table 3: Excavated Material Test Pit 3 

Context 
No. 

Description Finds 

01 Turf layer and topsoil  One clay tile fragment 

02 Brown soil with a few 
stones 

 Twenty five sherds of late 19th century pottery 

 Four clay pipe stems 

 Three pieces of bottle glass 

 One round and one square section nail and three pieces 
of corroded iron 

03 Cobbled stone surface 
with brown soil 

 One sherd of 16th /17th century earthenware 

 Ten sherds of 18th/19th century pottery 

 One clay pipe stem 

 Two pieces of glass 

 One square section nail and one staple 

 Twenty four small pieces of coal 

04 Brown soil with a lot of 
stones and some charcoal 
flecks 

 One sherd of 14th/15th pottery with red-brown glaze  

 One sherd of 17th/18th century pottery  

 One sherd of Victorian pottery 

 Ten pieces of animal bone 

 One piece of a glass bottle 

 One piece of coal  

05 Natural dark orange clay 
with some large stones 

 One piece of a glass bottle 

06 Natural dark orange clay 
with some large stones 

 

Table 4: Excavated Material Test Pit 4 

Context 
No. 

Description Finds 

01 Turf and dark brown 
topsoil 

 Two pieces of brick 

02 Light to mid brown soil 
with clay flecks 

 Two sherds of 17/18th century pottery 

 Four sherds of 19th century pottery 

 Three pieces of bone 

 Four pieces of coal 

 Three pieces of brick 

 One fragment of iron 

03 Light brown soil  Seven sherds 12th/13th century pottery (TVW A & B) 

 Five sherds of 14th/15th century green glazed, grey pottery 

 Four pieces of animal bone 

 Seven pieces of coal and one of cinder  

 Three pieces of brick 

04 Light brown soil with 
clay flecks and a few 
small stones 

 Three sherds of 12th/13th century pottery (TVW A) 

 Four sherds of 13th century pottery (TVW B), one with 
splash glaze 

 One animal tooth 

 Seven pieces of coal 

05 Natural light 
brown/light grey clay 
with some small 
stones 

 



 

Table 5: Excavated Material Test Pit 5 

Context 
No. 

Description Finds 

01 Turf layer  

02 Grey brown soil with a 
few stones and some 
charcoal 

 One sherd of green glazed red fabric 14thC 

 One sherd of red-brown glaze red fabric 16th/17thC 

 One 20th century sherd 

 Three round nails, an iron rod, two fragments of iron, a 
piece of slag 

 Two fragments of bone  

 Three pieces of brick 

 Four piece of coal and one of cinder 

03 Dark grey sandy clay 
some large stones 

 One sherd of 12th/13th century pottery(TVW A) 

 Three sherds of 13th century pottery(TVW B) 

 Three sherds of 19th century pottery 

 Two animal bone fragments 

 One piece of clear glass 

 Three fragments of copper alloy, two square section nails 
and two pieces of slag 

 Five pieces of coal 

04 Dark brown sandy clay  One sherd of Romano-British grey ware pottery 

 One piece of slag  

 One animal bone  

05 Line of stones set in 
sandy clay (04)  

 

Table 6: Excavated Material Test Pit 6 

Context 
No. 

Description Finds 

01 Turf and dark brown 
clayey topsoil 

 Eight sherds of 19th century pottery  

 Six pieces of bottle glass 

 One bird bone 

 One piece of slate and one of clay tile 

02 Mid brown clay soil 
with charcoal 

 Five sherds of 19th century pottery 

 Three pieces of window glass and two of bottle glass 

 Four pieces of brick and two of coal 

03 Mid brown/orange soil 
with clay flecks 

 Thirteen sherds of 19th century pottery 

 Twenty nine pieces of glass bottle 

 Three pieces of brick and one of slate 

 Two pieces of coal, one coke nugget 

 Two square nails, one piece of slag 

 One blue crayon 

04 Mid brown/orange soil 
with clay flecks 

 Three sherds of 19th/20th century pottery and part of a 
ceramic sink 

 Nineteen pieces of glass 

 One animal bone 

 Two pieces of slate, coke nugget, a piece of plaster and a 
piece of charcoal 

 Two iron objects 

 One plastic tobacco pipe end 

05 Mid brown/orange soil 
with clay flecks 

 Four sherds of 19th century pottery 

 Thirteen pieces of glass bottle 

 One coke nugget 

 One round nail and a bolt 

 One piece of plastic 



 

 

 

Table 7: Excavated Material Test Pit 7 

Context 
No. 

Description Finds 

01 Turf layer and topsoil  One sherd of 13th century pottery (TVW B) 

 One sherd of red brown 15th/16th century pottery with 
internal yellow glaze 

 One sherd of 17th century earthenware with green/brown 
glaze 

 Sixty seven sherds of 19th century pottery 

 Two clay tobacco pipe stems 

 Ten pieces of glass bottle 

 Three animal bone fragments 

 Twenty four pieces of brick, four of tile and one of 
concrete 

 One round nail and some slag 

02 Black loamy soil  Two sherds of 13th century pottery (TVW B) 

 Four clay tobacco pipe fragments 

 Six sherds of 18th century earthenware 

 Fifty seven sherds of 19th century pottery including a 
porcelain doll leg 

 Four pieces of window glass and two from a bottle 

 Four pieces of animal bone 

 Twenty pieces of brick and six of clay tile 

 Four square nails, one round nail, two corroded iron 
objects 

 One brass button 

 One piece of coal and one of cinder 

03 Mid brown soil with a 
few stones and some 
charcoal flecks 

 Seven sherds of 19th century pottery 

 Two fragments of clay tobacco pipe 

 Two pieces of window glass and one from a glass bottle 

 One piece of brick and one of coal 

 Three corroded pieces of iron 

04 Mid brown soil with 
some light brown clay 

 One sherd of 17th century slipware 

 Nineteen sherds of 19th century pottery 

 One piece of a glass bottle 

 Five fragments of animal bone 

 Five pieces of brick 

 One piece of flint, four pieces of coal  

 Two corroded iron objects 

05 Mid brown soil mixed 
with light brown clay 

 Three sherds of 17th century pottery 

 Three fragments of animal bone 

06 Light brown clay  

Table 8: Excavated Material Test Pit 8 

Context 
No. 

Description Finds 

01 Turf and topsoil  Three sherds of 19th century pottery 

 One piece of animal bone 

 One piece of slag 

02 Loose dark brown soil  Two sherds of grey 14th century pottery with green 
glaze 



 

Context 
No. 

Description Finds 

 One sherd of decorated 17th century pottery 

 One sherd of 18th century pottery 

 Eight sherds of 19th century pottery 

 1 clay pipe stem 

 Three pieces of a glass vessel 

 Eight animal bone fragments with traces of butchery 

 Three square section nails and one staple 

 Twenty three pieces of brick 

 Three pieces of coal, ne of cinder and a stone bead 

03 Light orange brown soil  Two sherds of 19th century pottery 

 Three pieces of bottle glass, one blue, one green, 
one white 

 One piece of animal bone 

 Two square section nails 

 Three pieces of brick 

 Two pieces of coal and one of cinder 

04 Line of stones  

05 Red/yellow sandy clay  

06 Compact dark brown soil 
which surrounds 07 

 

07 Cobbled  stone surface  

Table 9: Excavated Material Test Pit 9 

Context 
No. 

Description Finds 

01 Turf and dark 
brown topsoil 

 One sherd of 12th/13th century pottery (TVW A) 

 Eight sherds of 19th century pottery 

 Six sherds of white window glass 

 Two bone fragments 

 Two square nails 

 One piece of slag 

 Three pieces of coal 

 One piece of slate and seventeen of brick 

02 Dark brown soil  Three sherds of 13th century pottery (TVW B) 

 Two sherds of 14th century pottery (buff with internal green 
glaze) 

 One sherd of 18th century earthenware 

 Seven sherds of 19th century pottery 

 One piece of green coloured window glass 

 Three animal bone fragments 

 Twelve square section nails 

 Three pieces of coal 

 One fragment of clay tile and three of brick  

03 Dark brown soil, 
with red clay at one 
end of trench 

 Seven sherds of 13th century pottery (TVW B) 

 One sherd of 16th century pottery with external dark green 
glaze 

 Two sherds of 19th century pottery 

 One piece of bottle glass 

 Three pieces of animal bone 

 Ten square section nails and three pieces of corroded iron 

 Two pieces of clay tile and two of brick 

 



 

 

 

Table 10: Excavated Material Test Pit 10 

Context 
No. 

Description Finds 

01 Turf and topsoil  Four sherds of 18th/19th century pottery 

 Three sherds of 19th/20th century pottery 

 One clay ball bottle stopper 

 Two pieces of clear glass vessel 

 Two pieces of green glass vessel 

 Four square section nails 

 One piece of coal 

 Four pieces of brick and one of clay tile 

02 Mid brown soil  Four sherds of 17/18th century pottery 

 One clay pipe stem 

 Twenty two sherds of 19th century pottery  

 Two pieces of blue glass vessel 

 One piece of animal bone 

 Two square nails, five round nails, one buckle 

 One brass button and one cork ball 

03 River cobble 
surface set in mid 
brown soil with 
orange clay flecks 

 One sherd 12th/13th century pottery (TVW A) 

 One sherd 13th century pottery (TVW B) 

 One sherd of 14th century grey pottery with green glaze 

 One sherd of 17th century 

 One sherd of 18th century pottery 

 Four pieces of clay pipe 

 Twenty two sherds of 19th century pottery 

 Ten pieces of a green glass vessel 

 Four animal bone fragments 

 Eight pieces of coal  

04 Orange brown 
clayey soil 

 One sherd of 12th/13th century pottery (TVW A) 

 Five sherds 13th century pottery (TVW B) 

 Nine sherds of 19th century pottery  

 Fourteen pieces of green vessel glass 

 One piece of coal 

05 Orange brown 
clayey soil 

 Three sherds of 12th/13th century pottery (TVW A) 

 One sherd of 14th century grey pottery with green glaze 

 One piece of animal bone 

 One piece of vessel glass 

06 Mid brown/orange 
clay and soil mix. 
This contained a 
line of medium and 
small stones set in 
the clay 

 Two sherds of 12th/13th century pottery (TVW A) 

 One sherd of 13th century pottery (TVW B) 

 One unidentified bronze object 

07 Mid brown/orange 
clay and soil mix 

 

Table 11: Excavated Material Test Pit 11 

Context 
No. 

Description Finds 

01 Turf and mid brown topsoil  



 

Context 
No. 

Description Finds 

02 Mid brown soil with a few small 
stones 

 One sherd of 19th century pottery 

 One piece of animal bone 

 One glass bead 

 Three pieces of brick 

03 Mid brown soil with a few small 
stones 

 Three sherds of 19th century pottery 

 One piece of brick 

04 Light brown soil with a few small 
stones 

 

05 Compact light brown clay  

06 Compact light brown clay  

Table 12: Excavated Material Test Pit 12 

Context 
No. 

Description Finds 

01 Turf and dark brown soil 
with a few small stones 

 One sherd of 19th/20th century pottery 

 Two pieces of coal 

02 Dark brown soil with a 
few stones and some 
charcoal 

 One sherd of 18th century pottery 

 Six sherds of 19th century pottery 

 Two pieces of clay pipe  (1 bowl, 1 stem) 

 Four square section nails 

 Two pieces of clay tile, six of brick 

 Five pieces of coal 

03 Compact dark brown 
soil with a few small 
stones 

 Three sherds of 12th/13th century pottery (TVW A) 

 Two sherds of 13th/14th century pottery with green glaze 

 One sherd of 14th century grey pottery with green glaze 

 One clay pipe bowl fragment 

 One piece of clear window glass and one piece of green 
window glass 

 Ten animal bone fragments 

 Two pieces of brick, one of slag 

 Six pieces of coal 

04 Compact mid brown soil  One sherd of 13th/14th century pottery with a green glaze 

 Two animal bone fragments 

 Two pieces of coal 

05 Large stones  

 
  



 

Figures 

 
Figure 1: Location  

 

Figure 2: Dalton-on-Tees Roman villa (copyright J Brown) 

 



 

 

Figure 3: Medieval Village of Dalton-on-Tees based on earthworks on LIDAR image 
(https://houseprices.io/lab/lidar/map) 

 
Figure 4: Location of test pits in 2016 
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Figure 5: Test Pit 3 on Village Green showing cobbled surface 
 

 

Figure 6: Test Pit 5, line of stones 
 
 
 



 

 

Figure 7: Test Pit 8, line of stones and stone surface to west 

 

Figure 8: Plan of Test Pit 8 
 
 



 

 

Figure 9: Test Pit 12, concentration of stones 
 

 

Figure 10: Earthwork bank at the Manor House with Test Pit 12 being excavated and backfilled Test Pit 9 to 
right 

 

 



 

 

Figure 11: Aerial Photograph of Dalton-on-Tees, 1946 (RAF/106G/UK1700/5370) 

 

Figure 12: Probable layout of the medieval village based on the results of the project 
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