
An Introduction to the 

Archaeology & Heritage of the 

River Tees Rediscovered 

Landscape Partnership Area 

 

 
 

R Daniels 

 

Tees Archaeology 



 2 

 

 



 3 

 

An Introduction to the Archaeology & Heritage of the 

River Tees Rediscovered Landscape Partnership Area 

 

 

 

 

 

River Tees Rediscovered Landscape Partnership  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

R Daniels  

Tees Archaeology 

 

 

2014 

 



 4 

Contents 

List of Figures 

List of Maps 

1 Introduction 

2 The Landform of River Tees Rediscovered 

3 Earlier Prehistory (Palaeolithic to Early Bronze Age) 

4 Later Prehistory (Bronze Age to Iron Age 

5 The Roman Occupation 

6 Saxon to Viking and the Conversion to Christianity 

7 The Norman Conquest and the Medieval Period 

8 The 16th to mid 19th Centuries 

9 The 19th Century; Railways and Industrialisation 

10 The 20th century and Warfare. 

11 After Word 

Bibliography 



 5 

List of Figures 

Cover   Girsby village, North Yorkshire 

Fig 1.  The River Tees at Hurworth, Darlington 

Fig 2.  Estuary of the River Tees c. 10,000 BC 

Fig 3.  Neolithic Polished Stone Axes 

Fig 4.  Betty Watson’s Hill Round Barrow, Cliffe, North Yorkshire 

Fig 5.  Reconstruction Painting of Iron Age Settlement 

Fig 6.  Piercebridge 

Fig 7. Heated Room, Quarry Farm Roman Villa, Ingleby Barwick, 

Stockton on Tees (© Archaeological Services University of 

Durham) 

Fig 8.  Baluster Shaft from 8th century church, Greatham, Hartlepool 

Fig 9.  Broken Cross Shaft, Low Dinsdale, Darlington 

Fig 10. Round Hill, Stockton on Tees 

Fig 11. Medieval village form, Cowpen Bewley, Stockton on Tees 

Fig 12. High Worsall, Deserted Medieval Village, North Yorkshire 

Fig 13. Low Dinsdale Moated Manor Site, Darlington 

Fig 14. Croft Bridge, North Yorkshire 

Fig 15. Medieval Saltmounds, Seaton Common, Hartlepool 

Fig 16. Protected Wreck Site, Seaton Carew, Hartlepool 

Fig 17. Stone farmhouses, Piercebridge, Darlington and brick 

townhouse, Yarm, Stockton on Tees 

Fig 18. Stockton and Darlington Railway Booking Office, Stockton on 

Tees 

Fig 19. Yarm Railway Viaduct, Stockton on Tees (© Copyright Ann 

Clare and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons 

Licence ) 

Fig 20. Coke Ovens, South Bank, Middlesbrough (© Copyright Mick 

Garratt and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons 

Licence) 

Fig 21. Slipways of the Furness Shipyard, Port Clarence, Stockton on 

Tees (© Archaeological Services University of Durham) 

http://www.geograph.org.uk/profile/32435
http://www.geograph.org.uk/profile/32435
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
http://www.geograph.org.uk/profile/343
http://www.geograph.org.uk/profile/343
http://www.geograph.org.uk/reuse.php?id=357087
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/


 6 

Fig 22 South Gare Lighthouse, Redcar & Cleveland (© Redcar & 

Cleveland BC) 

Fig 23. Tees Cottage Pumping Station, Darlington Tees Cottage 

Pumping Station, Darlington  (© Copyright Chris Allen and 

licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons Licence) 

Fig 24. Transporter Bridge, Middlesbrough 

Fig 25  Rock Phosphate Silo, Billingham, Stockton on Tees (© 

Copyright Fiona Bage) 

Fig 26. Pillbox on the beach at South Gare, Redcar 

Fig 27. Future Conservation Area? Riverside Football Stadium, 

‘Teminos’ sculpture, Dock Tower and site of Cleveland Iron Ship 

Yard 

 

List of Maps  

 

Map 1   Prehistoric Sites and Finds  
 
Map 2   The Roman Occupation 
 
Map 3   Saxon, Viking and the Conversion to Christianity 
 
Map 4   Norman and Medieval 
 
Map 5  16th to 19th Century 
 
Map 6  The 20th Century and Warfare 

 

http://www.geograph.org.uk/profile/4264
http://www.geograph.org.uk/reuse.php?id=607425
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/


 7 

An Introduction to the Archaeology & Heritage of the River 

Tees Rediscovered Landscape Partnership Area 

 

 

River Tees Rediscovered Landscape Partnership Vision 

 

…’to reconnect the people of the Tees with their river through telling the 

engaging story of the River Tees as a natural feature that has moulded 

the physical and cultural development of the landscape through which it 

runs.’ 

 

 

Acknowledgements 

This survey is taken from an audit of the archaeology and heritage of the area 

that was carried out as part of the bidding process for the project. The area of 

River Tees Rediscovered has been extended slightly in the Darlington and 

Middlesbrough areas since this work was carried out. 

 

The survey used the  Local Authority based Historic Environment Records 

(HERs) together with  English Heritage (EH) information about nationally 

designated sites in order characterise the area from the last Ice Age onwards.  

 

We would like to thank Tees Archaeology (TA HER), Durham County Council 

(D HER), Middlesbrough Borough Council, North Yorkshire County Council 

(NY HER MNY) and  Redcar & Cleveland Borough Council for making the 

HER data available to us.  

 

Comments on the text were kindly provided by Alan Betteney (Cleveland 

Industrial Archaeology Society), Gail Falkingham (North Yorkshire CC), David 

Mason (Durham CC), Heather Nelson (Darlington BC), Stewart Ramsdale 

(Cleveland Buildings Preservation Trust) and Sally Wilson (Middlesbrough 

Borough Council) for their contributions. All photographs are copyright Tees 

Archaeology unless otherwise labelled. 



 8 

 

 

1. Introduction 

 

The information we have available for early periods of human activity in the 

Tees Valley has varying levels of detail and those periods where 

archaeological remains tend to be ephemeral - Earlier Prehistory and Post – 

Roman – are relatively poorly known.  

 

Aerial Photography has provided a significant amount of information about 

Iron Age and Roman sites but the generally heavy clays of the area do not 

lend themselves to this technique in the same way that lighter better drained 

soils do.  

 

The Tees Valley has been intensively farmed for centuries and this combined 

with alluvial deposits from the river and the industrialisation of the eastern part 

of the area has made the recovery of information difficult. To some extent this 

situation has been exacerbated by relatively little archaeological work in the 

western part of the River Tees Rediscovered area and it is hoped that the 

project will begin to remedy this. 

 

 

2. The Landform of River Tees Rediscovered 

 

The river is characterised by its numerous meanders as it makes its way 

across the boulder clays of the area. These meanders makes the Tees 

susceptible to flooding as water drains off the Pennines.  

 

The generally slow flowing and shallow nature of the river meant that there 

were a number of fording points as far east as Ingleby Barwick and in the 

western part of the project area it was common practice to drive cattle across 

the river. 
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Fig 1: The River Tees at Hurworth, Darlington 

 

The boulder clays of the area provide a heavy but fertile soil which is 

alleviated by patches of glacial sand and gravel. The river and these islands of 

sand and gravel seem to have been the key drivers in locating settlements. 

 

The wandering form of the river caused difficulty for navigation in recent 

centuries and this was addressed by substantial cuts to straighten the lower 

courses in the 19th century.  

 

The estuary of the Tees has seen large scale reclamation. Originally this was 

an extensive saltwater marsh and was probably too wide to cross with ease; 

however its attractiveness to fowl and fish would have made it a favourite area 

for hunting and fishing from the Mesolithic period onwards. 

 

The River Tees is overlooked by two areas of high ground, to the north the 

relatively gentle slopes of the Durham Limestone Plateau and to the south the 

scarps of the Cleveland and Eston Hills.  
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While these two areas are not significant barriers to movement they do frame 

the area and archaeological research is increasingly defining the broad area 

between as a coherent cultural zone based on the river. 

 

 

3. Earlier Prehistory (Palaeolithic to Early Bronze Age) 

 

Evidence of human activity of Palaeolithic date is almost non-existent in the 

area. There is a single find of a flint axe from Redcar (Tees Archaeology (TA) 

HER 6212) but it is by no means clear that this had not come ashore from 

elsewhere. There are a number of finds of fauna including hippopotamus (TA 

HER 4866) and elk (Petts and Gerrard 2006, 14) but it is only after the end of 

the last glaciation (c. 10,000 BC) that we begin to see clearer evidence of 

human activity. 

 

Mesolithic activity is best known from the geographic extremes of north-east 

England, namely the coast and the Pennine Dales. In both of these locations 

Mesolithic activity in the form of flint scatters and occasionally hearth sites has 

been documented and this is also the case for the River Tees. Work in the 

Upper Teesdale area has identified extensive Mesolithic activity while work on 

the coast has also demonstrated a Mesolithic presence (Young 2002, 19 – 27; 

Petts and Gerrard 2006, 11 – 19). Within the River Tees Rediscovered area 

Mesolithic activity is solely characterised by flint scatters and these tend to be 

in the areas of heaviest development.  

 

The River Tees would have been an attractive resource to the hunter-gatherer 

subsistence regimes of the Mesolithic. It assured food supplies of fish and 

fowl and as a watering place for wild animals it would have been a focus of 

activity. It should be possible to identify and investigate more evidence in the 

form of flint scatters from this period. 
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Fig 2: Estuary of the River Tees c.10,000 BC 

 

The Neolithic is characterised by the development of farming economies from 

about 4,000 BC. These were initially based on livestock and increasingly on 

cereal production. The transition from the Hunter-Gatherer economy of the 

Mesolithic to the more settled economy of the Neolithic and later periods is 

poorly understood in this area. The Neolithic is marked by the first creation of 

large scale monuments in the landscape (long barrows and related 

monuments) and the typical artefact of the period is the polished stone axe, 

often manufactured from Lake District stone (Fig 3).  

 

Neolithic monuments are known from upland areas and from the north-east 

coastal strip and this may reflect survival due to less intensive land use 

regimes. There is no reason why Neolithic monuments should not have 

graced the Tees Valley, particularly on the higher scarps overlooking the river. 
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Two polished stone axes have been found at Yarm (TA HER 341 & 497) and 

a similar one of flint was found at Preston (TA HER 330), while human 

remains of this period are known from Coatham (TA HER 6798). 

Fig 3: Neolithic Polished Stone Axes 

 

The Early Bronze Age is marked by the development of a new suite of 

monument types and artefacts. The former include round barrows and cist 

burials and the latter includes new styles of pottery and bronze axes. This 

period is seen very much as a continuum from the Neolithic but the new range 

of monuments and artefacts make this a more visible period in the landscape. 

 

Round barrows are very susceptible to being levelled for agriculture. 

Nevertheless at least three survive in the Piercebridge area and have national 

protection as scheduled monuments. Two of these are in North Yorkshire near 

Cliffe (Fig 4: English Heritage (EH) ID 1016263 and 1016264) and a third at 

Carlbury in Durham (E H ID 1002327). To these survivors we can add a 

recently excavated round barrow at Greatham and a long standing suggestion 

that Round Hill at the conjunction of the Rivers Leven and Tees (EH ID 

1006760) might be a Neolithic or Bronze Age monument rather than a 

Norman motte as it is usually described. 
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Fig 4: Betty Watson’s Hill Round Barrow, Cliffe, North Yorkshire 

 

In addition to these monuments a cist burial is known from the Gainford area 

(Durham (D) HER 1623) and a small but high status Early Bronze Age 

cemetery has been excavated at Ingleby Barwick just outside the study area. 

 

These finds have been accompanied by some artefacts; a cup marked stone 

was found near to one the barrows at Cliffe (NY HER MNY 25352) while a 

bronze axe was found at Low Dinsdale (D HER 1172). Cup marked stones 

and other examples of Bronze Age rock art are being increasingly recognised 

in the area and we should expect more finds of this type. 

 

 

4 Later Prehistory (Bronze Age to Iron Age) 

 

The later Bronze Age (c 1200 BC onwards) witnessed a major increase in 

farming activity and this was the first period where we believe there was a 

significant impact on the tree cover of the area (Petts and Gerrard 2006, 33- 

41). The developed landscapes of the Bronze Age seem to have been 

focussed on livestock farming and where these have survived in the Yorkshire 
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Dales and North York Moors they point to a heavily organised and exploited 

countryside. 

 

The archaeological record for this period tends to be dominated by artefact 

finds as the settlements and landscapes are very susceptible to later damage 

and only tend to be revealed by extensive excavation. 

 

The HERs for the area record finds of saddle querns (used for grinding corn), 

a spear and sword (TA HER 3404, 490, 611) at Saltholme, Ingleby Barwick 

and from the River Tees respectively. There is undoubtedly more to be found 

from this period and the tradition of ritual activity related to water is a 

phenomenon of this period that must have involved the River Tees, 

particularly in its more accessible locations. 

 

Population increase and more intensive farming meant that by the Iron Age (c. 

700BC) the whole of the lower Tees would have been farmed and this level of 

use of the landscape would continue with few changes until the 18th century.  

 

The characteristic Iron Age Roundhouse and deep ditched rectangular 

enclosure were ubiquitous across the area and many have been located by 

Aerial Photography (Fig 5). The enclosures require excavation to confirm their 

dates, nevertheless it is a reasonably safe assumption that they belong to the 

period from 300 BC to 200 AD. Thirty of these enclosures are recorded on the 

HERs for the area and each of these probably represents an Iron Age 

farmstead. 

 

In addition to the sites found by Aerial Photography a few have been 

excavated including one at Greatham and one at Ingleby Barwick while a 

midden has been partially investigated at Cowpen Marsh (TA HER 1309).  
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Fig 5: Reconstruction Painting of Iron Age Settlement 

 

Recent research has identified the Iron Age settlements of the Tees Valley as 

comprising a discrete cultural group that can be distinguished from those to 

the south and north and this is the first period in which Tees Valley can be 

shown to have its own cultural identity (Sherlock 2012). 

 

 

5 The Roman Occupation 

 

The Roman invasion of 43 AD only gradually moved north. The Brigantes 

(probably a confederation of tribes rather than a single tribe) led by 

Cartimandua, allied themselves with Rome, but a separate faction under 

Venutius was opposed to the Romans. This led to the Romans having to 

rescue Cartimandua and ushered in a period of campaigning in the north from 

71 to 74 AD. Over the next three hundred and more years the Roman control 

over the north of England was always uncertain, under pressure from 

unsettled locals and raids from the north. 
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The establishment of the frontier at Hadrian’s Wall and the importance of York 

have led to the Tees Valley being viewed as an area the Romans passed by 

as they made their way to the northern frontier by land and by sea. The fort at 

Piercebridge (EH ID 1002365) guarding Dere Street with its accompanying 

Roman Bridge (EH ID 1004062) and vicus on both sides of the river (D HER 

1537, NY HER MNY 12854) fit very much into this pattern and it was 

presumed that the local populace continued their Iron Age way of life under 

Roman control. 

Fig 6: Piercebridge 

 

However discoveries over the last ten years have begun to shift this 

perception, excavations on Iron Age sites have shown that they tend to be 

abandoned about 200 AD and new farmsteads established on Romanised 

lines. In addition to this transition there is increasing identification of ‘villa’ 

farming estates in the area, displaying some facets of relatively high level 

Roman Culture. These have been identified at Holme House near 

Piercebridge (NY HER MNY 12763), Dalton on Tees (EH ID 1021083) and 

Quarry Farm Ingleby Barwick (Fig 7: TA HER 5125) with a possible site at 

Preston (TA HER 5517). In addition the Roman sculpture at High Coniscliffe 

(D HER 5394) and Croft (NY HER MNY12548) indicates high status activity of 

some type in this area. 
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The current distribution of these 

villa estates is notably close to the 

Tees. This may be a product of an 

incomplete distribution but it ties 

in with the sculptural evidence 

and the presence of a putative 

further bridge near Middleton One 

Row (D HER 201 ‘Pountneys 

Bridge’) to suggest that an 

importance was attached to the 

river.  

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 7: Heated Room, Quarry Farm Roman Villa, Ingleby Barwick, Stockton on Tees 

(© Archaeological Services University of Durham) 

 

It is not clear whether the level of Roman cultural activity we are now seeing 

reflects adoption by local nobility or the arrival of people taking over local 

estates, perhaps even military personnel retiring from Hadrians Wall?  

 

 

6. Saxon to Viking and the Conversion to Christianity 

 

The disintegration of Roman control in the late 4th and 5th centuries AD left a 

vacuum which in the north seems to have been filled by local warlords, these 

in turn were challenged by the arrival of the Anglo-Saxons. There are no 

known Saxon remains pre-dating the 7th century AD in the River Tees 

Rediscovered area, however there are major pagan Saxon cemeteries just 

outside it at Darlington, Ingleby Barwick and Norton. These date from the mid-

6th century onwards and their distribution indicates that the Rivers Tees and 

Skerne were almost certainly the way in which the Saxons accessed the area. 
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The late Roman Empire was Christian and evidence of Roman Christianity 

has been found at Hadrian’s Wall and elsewhere in the north including at 

Binchester near Bishop Auckland but not as yet in the Tees Valley. As far as 

we are aware the conversion to Christianity in this area was triggered by the 

baptism of the Northumbrian king, Edwin in York in 627 AD. Dynastic 

struggles meant that this conversion was not straight forward, nevertheless by 

the beginning of the 8th century Northumbria was a leading force in the 

Christianity of Northern Europe with major figures such as Cuthbert, Hilde, 

Benedict Biscop, Bede and Wilfrid.  

 

Two of the most important monasteries in early English Christianity lie on the 

periphery of the region at Hartlepool and Whitby; both were founded by Hilde 

and played an important role in the spread of the religion (Daniels 2007). The 

northern side of the Tees 

Estuary was part of the 

territory associated with the  

monastery at Hartlepool and 

there is evidence of 8th 

century churches at 

Greatham (Fig 8), Billingham 

and Egglescliffe (Cramp 

1984). 

Fig 8: Baluster Shaft from 8th century church, Greatham, Hartlepool 

 

There was also an important monastery at Sockburn, where Bishop Higbald of 

Lindisfarne was consecrated and where Archbishop Eanbald of York was 

ordained in the late 8th century. In addition part of an 8th century cross shaft at 

Croft suggests a Christian community here as well (Lang 2001).  

 

The impact of the Scandinavians on the area was significant, introducing 

major linguistic change which we can detect through place-names. The 

majority of the place-names of the area probably originate in the period 

between 900 and 1100 AD; this was certainly the period when they were first 

recorded. Saxon place names usually end in ‘-ton’ (Dalton) or ‘-ham’ 
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(Greatham) indicating a major or lesser settlement respectively. Scandinavian 

place names end in ‘-by’ (Thornaby) or ‘thorpe’, although it is notable how few 

of these place names there are along the Tees compared to inland. 

 

The Scandinavian impact can 

also be seen in the proliferation 

of sculpted stone and the 

location of this material provides 

an indication of the most 

significant locations of the 10th 

and 11th centuries. The 

Scandinavian settlers adopted 

and adapted the stone crosses 

developed by the Northumbrian  

church and used them to depict 

a range of lively images 

celebrating their culture and 

Christianity. Major 

concentrations of stonework 

dating from the 10th and 11th 

centuries are located at Low  

 

Fig 9: Broken Cross Shaft, Low Dinsdale, Darlington 

 

Dinsdale (10), and High Coniscliffe (7), while Sockburn has by far the largest 

collection (23 pieces) as well as evidence of on- site production and a Pre-

Conquest Church (EH ID 1002340)  There is also material at Croft, 

Egglescliffe, Eryholme, Hurworth and Yarm (Cramp 1984, Lang 2001). 
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7. The Norman Conquest and the Medieval Period 

 

The Norman Conquest of the North of England was protracted and brutal. 

Despite winning the Battle of Hastings in 1066 it was closer to 1100 before 

they could exercise control over the region. The Norman conquest of the north 

was a military event marked by the introduction and construction of motte and 

bailey castles.  

 

There are two known motte and bailey castles in the River Tees Rediscovered 

area; at Middleton One Row (EH 

ID1011072) at Blackwell near 

Darlington, Round Hill (Fig 10: EH ID 

1006760) at the confluence of the 

Leven and the Tees is generally 

supposed to be a motte although a 

prehistoric origin has also been 

suggested (see above).  

Fig 10: Round Hill, Stockton on Tees 

 

Recent work at Yarm (TA HER 492) has identified the location of a Norman 

defence work although it is not known if this was a motte and bailey. 

Comparison of the dates of motte and baileys along the Tees Valley suggests 

that this was regarded as a frontier from which attempts to control Durham 

and Northumberland would be mounted. 

 

Once they controlled the region the Normans put in place the religious 

infrastructure of the area including Neasham Priory (a Benedictine Nunnery 

founded 1150 – D HER 5927) and Middlesbrough Priory (TA HER 295), while 

churches or chapels were built in most settlements by the local lord of the 

manor. The most important architecturally in the area are at Croft (EH ID 

1301945), High Coniscliffe (EH ID 1115562), Eryholme (EH ID 1131336) 

Piercebridge (EH ID 1322972) and Yarm (EH ID 1054686).  
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The Norman re-organisation of the north of England included the construction 

of planned villages using a blue print of two rows of properties either side of a 

village green. All of the present villages of the area originate from this time (c. 

1100 – 1150 AD) and preserve this plan form. Obvious examples are 

Hurworth, Thornaby and Cowpen Bewley (Fig 11), while Middleton One Row 

has acquired its name due to its divergence from the normal plan. 

 

 

Fig 11: Medieval village form, Cowpen Bewley, Stockton on Tees 

 

A number of medieval settlements decayed and survive principally as 

earthworks, good examples being High Worsall (Fig 12: EH ID 1019065), 

Dalton on Tees (EH ID 1019724), Newsham (EH ID 1006764) and Barwick 

Farm (EH ID 1017730). The fields that accompanied medieval settlements 

can be recognised by the characteristic ridge and furrow ploughing and good 

examples of this can be found throughout the area. 

 



 22 

Fig 12: High Worsall, Deserted Medieval Village, North Yorkshire 

 

In addition to founding villages all of the medieval towns of the area are 

Norman foundations and this includes Darlington, Yarm and Stockton. The 

latter two were principally established as medieval ports, but a medieval port 

need not be a major settlement and both Thornaby and Coatham also served 

this function. 

 

 

Fig 13: Low Dinsdale Moated Manor Site, Darlington 
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As the region developed the local lords began to construct moated manor 

houses as a sign of status and examples of these survive at Low Dinsdale 

(Fig 13: EH ID 1007715) and Dalton on Tees (EH ID 1019724).  

 

In the medieval period the coast and rivers provided the main transport 

network but the road system was also improved and this is marked by the 

creation of the first permanent bridges across the Tees since the Romans.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 14: Croft Bridge, North Yorkshire 

 

Croft (Fig 14: EH ID 1116440) and Yarm (EH ID 1105658) bridges were 

probably the most important, but the bridge at Piercebridge (EH ID 1002344) 

also dates from the end of this period. It should not be forgotten that there 

were also a number of fording points across the River and there are medieval 

documentary records of small scale ferries at various points along the Tees. It 

is therefore unlikely that it would have been difficult to get from one side to the 

other except in poor weather conditions, 

 

The medieval period has left the first remains of industrial activity in the area 

with the earthwork remains of salt working surviving on either side of the Tees 

Estuary, Particularly good examples can be seen at East Coatham, Seaton 

Common (Fig 15) and Greatham. 
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Fig 15: Medieval Saltmounds, Seaton Common, Hartlepool 

 

8 The 16th to mid 19th Centuries 

 

The medieval period ends with the Reformation of the mid 16th century which 

saw the destruction of the monasteries. The next political event in the 

landscape was the English Civil War of the mid 17th century which saw heated 

engagements at both Yarm and Piercebridge as crossings of the Tees were 

contested and the castle at Stockton was garrisoned first by Royalists and 

then by the Scots. 

 

The three hundred years between 1550 and 1850 witnessed major changes in 

the landscape. The most obvious was enclosure, removing the medieval open 

fields and creating a network of small fields designed to improve the efficient 

use of farm land. This gave the landscape a characteristic appearance that 

survived until after the Second World War. The Tees Valley became known in 

particular for its livestock, breeding the Teeswater sheep, the Cleveland Bay 

horse and creating huge specimens of cattle such as ‘Comet’ which is 

remembered in the name of a public house in Hurworth Place. In addition the 

‘Ketton Ox’ is commemorated in the name of a late 17th century public house 

(EH ID 1139901) in Yarm and while outside the partnership area the breeder’s 
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house still survives as the grade II listed Ketton Hall illustrating the links that 

can be made form the area to neighbouring settlements. The area exported 

huge quantities of butter to London and elsewhere and was noted for its 

orchards and a thriving textile manufacture industry in towns like Yarm and 

villages such as Egglescliffe.  

 

This prosperity was seen on the river as shipping in the lower reaches 

increased and the export of lead from the Yorkshire Dales increased the 

prosperity of Yarm and led to the creation of the port of Peirseburgh at Low 

Worsall (NY HER MNY 12809). It is during this time that there was a vast 

coastal trade in coal from the northern coalfields to London and elsewhere 

and the Protected Wreck at Seaton Carew (Fig 16) was built in this period.  

 

Fig 16: Protected Wreck, Seaton Carew, Hartlepool 

 

The increased wealth and the ready availability of clay and stone led to the 

large scale replacement of the building stock of the area as structures of 

rough stone and timber were replaced in brick and better quality stone. The 

different availability of building material is reflected in the villages with those 
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west of Hurworth (Co Durham) and Croft (N Yorkshire) tending to be largely 

stone built (Fig 17) while those to the east have used brick (Fig 17). Most of 

our villages and towns had taken on an appearance we would recognise 

today by the early 18th century. Yarm is a fine example of a town which has 

retained a large proportion of its 18th century buildings. While good examples 

of dwellings for all levels of society can be seen in the villages of the area. 

 

   

Fig 17: Stone farmhouses, Piercebridge, Darlington and brick townhouse, Yarm, 

Stockton on Tees 

 

By the mid 19th century new types of civic, religious and commercial buildings 

had been introduced to complement the farm and townhouses. The developed 

agrarian economy of the area led to a major expansion in the size of towns 

such as Yarm and Stockton and the larger villages by the beginning of the 19th 

century but the scale of this settlement expansion is overshadowed by what 

happened in the next century. 

 

Communications were improved with the development of turnpike routes 

between the major centres and regular coaches for both passengers and mail. 

However the development of the railways would see the area transformed.  
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9 The 19th Century; Railways and Industrialisation 

 

Coal and the demand for it was the driving force for change throughout the 

19th and much of the 20th century. The Stockton and Darlington Railway of 

1825 was designed to move coal from the west Durham coalfields to the River 

Tees for shipping out of the area. Although at the time it was expected that 

most of the coal would be sold locally rather than exported. The international 

importance of the Stockton and Darlington Railway is beyond doubt and the 

Booking Office at 48 Bridge Road Stockton is a grade II* listed building (Fig 

18: EH ID 1139963) while the earthworks of the original line survive in Preston 

Park, Stockton-on-Tees (TA HER 3556).  

 

Fig 18: Stockton and Darlington Railway Booking Office, Stockton 
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Many aspects of the railway infrastructure that developed across the area are 

represented in the HERs and these included branch lines, stations, goods 

depots, signal boxes, marshalling yards and the location of coal Staithes on 

the river. Bridges were built to carry the track and the most spectacular is the 

viaduct that cuts through Yarm (Fig 19: TA HER 3541).  

 

 

Fig 19: Yarm Railway Viaduct, Stockton on Tees (© Copyright Ann Clare and licensed 

for reuse under this Creative Commons Licence ) 

 

The creation of a branch of the Stockton & Darlington Railway to the newly 

built Port Darlington (in the vicinity of the current Transporter Bridge (TA HER 

3849) heralded the creation of Middlesbrough, initially as a port to ship coal. 

The identification of iron ore in the nearby Eston Hills led to the establishment 

of an Iron and Steel industry on the south bank of the Tees and this complex 

would become the world leader in Iron production towards the end of the 19th 

century. There is little to remind people of this industry apart from the Coke 

Ovens just to the east of Middlesbrough on the site of the South Bank Iron 

Works (Fig 20: TA HER 5625).  

 

http://www.geograph.org.uk/profile/32435
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
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Fig 20: Coke Ovens, South Bank, Middlesbrough (© Copyright Mick Garratt and 

licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons Licence) 

 

The demands of the Iron and Steel Industry led to the reclamation of large 

areas of what had previously been marshland on the south side of the River  

Tees and the ground level increased by at least 4m through the tipping of 

millions of tons of slag and waste from the iron and steel works. Coal Staithes, 

quays and wharves sprang up along the riverside to allow the import and 

export of raw materials and products and traces of these can still be seen.  

 

Shipbuilding from the 19th century onwards was focussed on the lower 

stretches of the river, from Stockton towards the east. While the industry was 

not as large as on rivers such as the Tyne and Clyde, individual yard 

production could be very high with Raylton Dixon producing the fifth largest 

output in the United Kingdom in 1889 and Ropners’ yard was the third highest 

producer a few years later. There is little surviving evidence of this industry 

apart from the slipways of the Furness Shipyard, dating from 1917 (TA HER 

4834), that can still be seen on the north side of the river at Port Clarence (Fig 

21). 

 

http://www.geograph.org.uk/profile/343
http://www.geograph.org.uk/reuse.php?id=357087
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
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Fig 21: Slipways of the Furness Shipyard, Port Clarence, Stockton on Tees (© 

Archaeological Services University of Durham) 

 

A nascent chemical industry was developing on the north side of the river in 

the 19th century with the exploitation of brine and the new settlement of Port 

Clarence included Chlorine, Soda and Salt works (TA HER 4310, 4312, 

4308).  

 

The expansion of industrial activity 

along the banks of the river increased 

the amount of shipping in the Tees. The 

problems of coping with this were 

addressed by major works to the river, 

cutting off two loops in its lower 

stretches and building lighthouses at the 

mouth. The South Gare lighthouse 

(Grade II listed), built in 1884, is the 

best survivor of these. 

 

Fig 22: South Gare Lighthouse, Redcar & Cleveland (© Redcar & Cleveland BC) 
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This huge expansion of industrial activity led to a massive house building 

programme as Middlesbrough developed and the existing towns filled in what 

space they had in their historic cores and then doubled and trebled in size. 

New settlements such as Port Clarence and Haverton Hill (Stockton-on-Tees) 

were established and had virtually vanished by the end of the 20th century 

creating a phenomenon of abandoned settlement sites that had not been seen 

since the medieval period. 

 

The new population required schools, churches, shops and numerous other 

structures which were part of the fabric of the late 19th and 20th centuries but 

many of which have now disappeared. 

 

The infrastructure to support this increase in population was not readily put in 

place although one surviving example is the Tees Cottage Pumping Station at 

Darlington (Fig 22: EH ID 1002300). It was designed to provide a water supply 

for the town from the River Tees and is the only remaining example of the 

three types of power used for water extraction – steam, gas and electric. 

 

Fig 23: Tees Cottage Pumping Station, Darlington  (© Copyright Chris Allen and licensed for 

reuse under this Creative Commons Licence 

 

http://www.geograph.org.uk/profile/4264
http://www.geograph.org.uk/reuse.php?id=607425
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
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The increase in population and activity of the late 19th century also required 

improved communications and while this was primarily provided by the 

railways the road network was also slowly improved and bridging points 

across the river multiplied with the most significant being the Victoria Bridge at 

Stockton and the Transporter (Fig 23: EH ID 1139267) and Newport Bridges 

at Middlesbrough. 

 

The Victoria Bridge created easy communication across the Tees from 

Stockton, leading to a re-alignment of road systems and the creation of the 

settlement of South Stockton which grew to become Thornaby. The 

Transporter and Newport Bridges were constructed in the early 20th century 

and mark major technological achievements as well as a great step forward in 

developing communications across the river. 

 

 

Fig 24: The Transporter Bridge, Middlesbrough 

 

 

10 The 20th century and Warfare. 

 

Until the third quarter of the 20th century the area continued the development 

of the industrial base of the 19th century and while there was some disruption 
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as that base declined the impact of the First and Second World Wars created 

new opportunities and new monuments.  

 

The munitions crisis of the First World War resulted in the eventual 

development of the ‘Imperial Chemical Industry’. (ICI) and this global 

organisation had huge complexes at Billingham and just outside the area at 

Wilton. One structure representative of this industry, Phosphate Rock Silo No 

15 at former ICI Billingham is a Grade II* listed building (EH ID 1115821). 

 

Fig 25: Rock Phosphate Silo, Billingham, Stockton on Tees (© Copyright Fiona Bage) 

 

Apart from creating demand from the iron and steelworks and consuming its 

men there is little visible in the area from the First World War. The military 

significance of the area was focussed on the coast and this was protected by 

naval vessels based in Teesmouth, airfields (just outside the River Tees 

Rediscovered area) and a seaplane station at Seaton Carew.  

 

In the Second World War the area was assessed as being at secondary risk 

of invasion in 1940, but of course it was under constant aerial threat. The 

threat of invasion was countered by extensive coastal installations to restrict 
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and repel landings with numerous pillboxes constructed as part of a defence 

complex. Pillboxes were also used to defend key communication points and to 

help define an inland ’Stop’ line from which counter attacks could be 

launched. Pillboxes can be found throughout the area but they are under 

constant threat of coastal erosion and demolition.  

 

Fig 26: Pillbox on the beach at South Gare, Redcar 

 

The threat from the air was a real one and the area was provided with 

numerous air raid shelters both public and private. As yet none of these have 

any kind of protection and the numbers are decreasing every year.  

 

The area hosted two major airfields at Thornaby (primarily Coastal Command) 

and Middleton St George (primarily Bomber Command), both are peripheral to 

the River Tees Rediscovered area, nevertheless some of their facilities and 

defences do lie within the area and they contributed to the experience of the 

Second World War for those who lived in the area. There was a secondary 
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airfield at Greatham, which was afterwards briefly West Hartlepool Civic 

Airport. 

 

 

11 After Word 

 

The period between 1970 and the present day has seen major changes in the 

area as the old industrial base has declined. New industries have developed, 

including a major petro-chemical industry at Seal Sands and out of town retail 

areas while parts of the area are now threatened by rising sea levels. We 

have yet to identify which elements of the built environment created since the 

Second World War we value to the point of wishing to see them preserved but 

hopefully this project may begin to bring forward ideas that might include 

structures such as the Tees Barrage, A19 flyover, Princess Diana Bridge 

(Stockton), Riverside Stadium (Middlesbrough), Hartlepool Nuclear Power 

Station, ‘Teminos’ by Anish Kapur (Middlesbrough Dock). 

 

 

Fig 27: Monuments of the Future? Riverside Football Stadium and  ‘Teminos’ 

sculpture 
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