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Archaeological Shovel Pitting at Overdale Farm, Gol dsborough, 
North Yorkshire 

Grid Ref NZ 851145 Site Code MPG13 

Interim Report 

Introduction 
An archaeological evaluation was undertaken by Tees Archaeology at Goldsborough, 
North Yorkshire in 2008 as part of Phase 2 of an English Heritage funded partnership 
project between Tees Archaeology and the North York Moors National Park Authority 
researching the Mesolithic in north east Yorkshire. The site is a lowland location in a 
prominent position, and had been previously identified as a site of potential settlement due 
to the presence of lithic scatters. It was evaluated using a program of shovel pitting 
followed by targeted test pitting. This replaced a fieldwalking program which could not be 
carried out due to poor weather delaying the harvesting of crops at the site. The shovel 
pitting produced a very mixed flint assemblage, but two ditches, probably enclosure 
ditches, were identified. Flint finds indicate that one of these dates to the Mesolithic or 
early Neolithic (Grahame et al 2008). 

In 2012 further funding for the project was secured and Goldsborough was identified as a 
site where the Phase 2 evaluation objectives had not been fully realised and where there 
was potential for archaeological deposits of Mesolithic date. A project was designed that 
would test the effectiveness of three methods of evaluation, geophysical survey, 
fieldwalking and shovel pitting, in locating flint scatters and archaeological features. 

Geophysical survey and fieldwalking 2012 
Geophysical survey was undertaken at the beginning of May 2012 (Archaeological 
Services Durham University, 2012). This identified a number of features including a 
probable ditch aligned north-south, the possible truncated remains of soil filled features 
such as small enclosures and ring-ditches, and a number of pit like features. 

The northern part of the area which had previously been evaluated in 2008 had been 
deep ploughed into ridges and planted with artichokes to provide cover for partridges 
during the autumn shooting season. 

Fieldwalking was undertaken on the 11th and 12th September on the southern part of the 
study area and much of the field to the south of this. Approximately 300 findspots were 
recorded (Grahame 2012). 

Shovel pitting and test pitting 2013 
Shovel pitting and test pitting was undertaken on the northern part of the study area for 
two weeks between 4th and 15th March 2013 with three staff and 12 volunteers who 
contributed a total of 54 days. Volunteer attendance was affected by severe winter 
weather in the second week of the project, but only one day was lost entirely. 
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A total of 91 shovel pits were excavated, of which approximately 66 produced some flint. 
The number of finds was low in comparison to other sites such as that at Farndale. In 
addition five test pits were excavated. 

Test pit 1 contained a v-shaped ditch aligned N-S, 1.00m wide and 0.65m deep, with a re-
cut 0.70m wide and 0.25m deep. This contained no dating evidence but was 
morphologically characteristic of an Iron Age date. 

Test pit 2 contained a very slightly curvilinear feature, only 0.34m wide and 0.04m deep, 
which had an unclear relationship with a post pit 0.57 wide and 0.19m deep. This may be 
a structural feature similar to a ring ditch. Again this contained no dating evidence but was 
sampled in the hope of retrieving environmental information. 

Test pit 3 contained a layer of fragmented sandstone typical of the weathered bedrock 
exposed in some of the shovel pits, but including some fragments of burnt sandstone and 
concentrations of charcoal. This has been tentatively identified as the site of a hearth. A 
large number of stones which were not sandstone and not typical of the pebbles found in 
the boulder clay, some with possible signs of working, were recovered, which will require 
specialist assessment. 

Test pit 4 was excavated in order to test two features identified by the geophysical survey, 
a linear feature and a pit like feature. Unfortunately no features were seen in the boulder 
clay. 

Test pit 5 was excavated to investigate an area of charcoal flecks identified in a shovel pit, 
but no archaeological features were identified. 

The flint and other finds have not yet been assessed. 
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