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Archaeological Fieldwalking at Overdale Farm, Golds borough, 
North Yorkshire 

Grid Ref NZ 851145 Site Code MPG12 

Interim Report 

Introduction 
An archaeological evaluation was undertaken by Tees Archaeology at Goldsborough, 
North Yorkshire in 2008 as part of Phase 2 of an English Heritage funded partnership 
project between Tees Archaeology and the North York Moors National Park Authority 
researching the Mesolithic in north east Yorkshire. The site is a lowland location in a 
prominent position, and had been previously identified as a site of potential settlement due 
to the presence of lithic scatters. It was evaluated using a program of shovel pitting 
followed by targeted test pitting. This replaced a fieldwalking program which could not be 
carried out due to poor weather delaying the harvesting of crops at the site. The shovel 
pitting produced a very mixed flint assemblage, but two ditches, probably enclosure 
ditches, were identified. Flint finds indicate that one of these dates to the Mesolithic or 
early Neolithic. 

In 2012 further funding for the project was secured and Goldsborough was identified as a 
site where the Phase 2 evaluation objectives had not been fully realised and where there 
was potential for archaeological deposits of Mesolithic date. A project was designed that 
would test the effectiveness of three methods of evaluation, geophysical survey, 
fieldwalking and shovel pitting, in locating flint scatters and archaeological features. 

Geophysical survey 
Geophysical survey was commissioned in April and took place at the beginning of May, 
before the wheat crop became too tall too allow survey to take place (Archaeological 
Services Durham University, 2012). On arrival at the site it was realised that the northern 
part of the area which had previously been evaluated in 2008 had been deep ploughed 
into ridges. This area had been planted with artichokes to provide cover for partridges 
during the autumn shooting season. 

The geophysical survey identified a probable ditch aligned north-south in the west of the 
survey area which broadly corresponds to the location of a possible prehistoric enclosure 
ditch identified in the 2008 evaluation. To the west of this in the north-west corner of the 
survey area are a number of curvilinear and sub-circular weak positive magnetic 
anomalies which could represent the truncated remains of soil filled features such as 
small enclosures and ring-ditches. A number of pit like features were also identified across 
the survey area, some forming possible alignments. 

A linear negative magnetic anomaly in the southern part of the survey area corresponds to 
the location of a historic field boundary. This may also be the source of a magnetically 
‘noisy’ area in the south-east corner of the survey area. A number of amorphous positive 
magnetic anomalies in this area are probably geomorphological features. Parallel strong 
positive magnetic anomalies aligned broadly east-west across the survey area are likely to 
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be land drains. Small discrete dipolar magnetic anomalies are likely to be ferrous items or 
fragments of ceramic building material. 

Fieldwalking 
Following the geophysical survey it was intended to carry out fieldwalking and shovel 
pitting to identify concentrations of flint, followed by test pitting, across the study area. This 
work was initially intended to be undertaken in the late summer or early autumn following 
the wheat harvest. However, the landowners, Mulgrave Estate, were very concerned 
about any disturbance to the partridge population prior to the beginning of the 
economically important shooting season at the end of September. It was agreed that 
limited fieldwork could take place in the wheat part of the study area prior to the start of 
the shooting season, but the part of the study area planted with artichokes would not be 
accessible for fieldwalking. The scheduling of the fieldwork was also constrained by the 
uncertain timing of the wheat harvest. 

Fieldwalking was undertaken on the 11th and 12th September with four staff (D Errickson, 
R Grahame, K Horsley and P Rowe) and four volunteers (S Carter, M Dixon, A Mead and 
J Usher). Delays in obtaining permission for the fieldwork and uncertainty over harvesting 
reduced the number of volunteers available for the project as many had other 
commitments and were unable to participate at very short notice. 

The fieldwalking covered the part of the study area not planted with artichokes which had 
been harvested but not disc ploughed. There was some straw remaining on the surface of 
the field. Initial reconnaissance of the area led to the decision to individually record each 
find spot as the number of finds was expected to be low, and it was decided to walk by 
transects rather than grids due to the low number of volunteers. In the event much of the 
field to the south of the study area was also walked, and approximately 300 findspots 
were recorded. 

Rapid Flint Assessment 
A total of 451 lithics were collected from the 300 findspots.  These have been subject to a 
rapid visual inspection.  All items were firstly examined by eye with the purpose of 
identifying chronologically diagnostic pieces.  Eleven blades or fragments of blades 
represent the earliest chronological phase and are either Mesolithic or early Neolithic in 
date.  A square core that has platforms at right angles to each other (Findspot 240) is 
likely to be Neolithic in date, as is a heavily calcined circular scraper (Findspot 088).  Of 
later Neolithic/early Bronze Age date are a thumbnail scraper (Findspot 115) and a small 
simple knife (Findspot 305) with invasive retouch across its dorsal face. 

 

The assemblage was then sorted into burnt pieces (heavily vitrified shattered chunks) and 
unburnt pieces.  There were 277 burnt items and 154 unburnt items.  The burnt items 
might represent the location of campfires, hearths or furnaces and the distribution should 
be checked. 

Other Finds 
A small number of finds other than flint were recovered. A small piece of quartz, with a 
maximum dimension of 14mm and weighing 1.5g, was recovered casually with no findspot 
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recorded. It forms the broken off triangular ‘point’ of a larger piece, and the base appears 
to be more worn and polished than the other two unbroken sides, although this may be 
natural wear. Two pieces of jet were also recovered from findspot 207. The first has a 
maximum dimension of 25mm and weighs 3.5g, and is irregularly shaped with no obvious 
signs of working. The second has a maximum dimension of 27mm and weighs 3.0g, and 
appears to be the broken tip of a larger triangular piece, with three fairly smooth worked 
faces. These may be either prehistoric or more likely Victorian in date. A small quantity of 
jet was also recovered during the 2008 evaluation (Grahame et al 2008, App. 4). A 
fragment of clay pipe bowl was recovered from findspot 88. A fragment of oyster shell was 
recovered from findspot 348. These finds require assessment by a specialist. 

Material from findspots 013, 016, 083, 195, 328 and 353 was found to be natural and was 
discarded. 
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